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Ob VCD Mobilitäts-Schutzbrief, 
Rente oder Ökostrom – bei uns sind 
Sie immer gut aufgehoben. 

Unser Beraterinnenteam legt besonderen Wert auf eine 
faire Beratung und einen erstklassigen Service  – zuverlässig 
und unkompliziert. 

Wollen Sie mehr über die Leistungen der VCD Service GmbH 
erfahren? Dann nehmen Sie Kontakt mit uns auf – wir beraten 
Sie gerne individuell und kostenlos.
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Doreen Tesker initially wanted to become a 
pediatric nurse. But then things turned out 
differently. "Today, this is my baby," she 
says, pulling herself up the steep ladder of 
her locomotive into the driver's cab.

In Wusterhausen, Brandenburg, on the 
outskirts of Berlin, a 400-meter-long freight 
train of a special kind is forming on 
September 28, 2020: a protest train, 
coupled together from 21 locomotives from 
various private railroad companies, is to 
travel through the capital city, tutting 
loudly. The Netzwerk Europäischer 
Eisenbahnen had called for this 
demonstration under the motto "Hear the 
signal, Berlin!" - and everyone came.

Locomotive driver Tesker is the only woman 
among 20 colleagues today. That is 
perfectly fine with the 38-year-old from 
Münster. "During my training, it was 
sometimes hard to be alone in the male 
domain. Now there are more women, two 
other female train drivers in my company 
alone," she says. "If I do my job well, I get 
the respect I deserve from my colleagues, 
and in turn they get respect from me."

That Tesker is demonstrating today is a 
stroke of luck of her work schedule. "It was 
probably the best fit for me," she says, 
pleased with the opportunity for a change. 
She arrived the evening before, took over 
the electric locomotive freshly cleaned, and 
is now standing at the track ready for 
departure. Most of the time, the train 
driver, as the three-year training program is 
officially called, is on the road at night. She 
often travels from the ports in northern 
Germany to the economic centers across 
the country. 
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„We keep Germany running“
Driver's cabs in locomotives are predominantly occupied by men. Doreen Tesker shows us that the 
job is certainly suitable for women.

"We transport everything," says Tesker, 
listing what might be on the wagons and in 
the containers: "Gasoline, cars, electrical 
goods, jeans, toilet paper - and everything 
that people order on the Internet from 
China," she says.

Honking on command

Operating locomotives means working 
shifts. But it is very doable, says the young 
woman, who is married to a locomotive 
driver, who works at the same company. 
Colleagues with children are also taken 
into consideration: "It's easy to talk to our 
people in the planning department, I'm 
very satisfied."

For the protest trip, Tesker has a list of 
stations in front of her on the driver's desk 
where she is to sound the locomotive's 
signal loudly today. After all, people have 
come to make their voices heard: Freight 
railroads want to get more traffic off the 
roads and onto the rails, demanding fair 
competition and a fair share of Corona 
state aid.

Locomotive driver Doreen Tesker is an employee of a company that places great value on diversity.

"We support this demand and were happy 
to send a locomotive and driver to Berlin," 
says Managing Director Stig Kyster-Hansen 
of Hector Rail. The Swedish company, 
where Tesker is employed, has been 
represented in Germany for ten years. 
"Having women driving freight trains fits in 
with our open Scandinavian corporate 
culture. Promoting diversity is one of our 
corporate goals," he says.

When honking the horn on command, the 
demo drivers do not stick to the plan. 
When one starts to toot, all the other 
locomotives join in the horn concert. After 
all, everyone should hear the deafening 
noise, especially the politicians in the 
ministries the train passes. "We're keeping 
Germany running, even now in the Corona 
crisis," says Doreen Tesker, "they need to 
take note of that."
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